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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE            April 3, 2019 

HABERSHAM MEDICAL CENTER WINS MULTIPLE AWARDS FOR STROKE CARE 

 

DEMOREST, Ga. – Habersham Medical Center (HMC) received three awards for excellence in the care of stroke 

patients. 

The Georgia Coverdell Acute Stroke Registry (GCASR) Awards were presented at the Department of Public 

Health’s 2019 Annual Stroke Conference. In the category of hospitals with 26 to 100 beds, HMC won awards for 

having the highest proportion of eligible patients with a Door-to-Needle time less than 45 minutes; having the 

highest proportion of patients with a Door-to-Imaging time in less than 25 minutes and; having the highest 

achievement in dysphasia screening.  

“I am extraordinarily pleased with the leadership in our Emergency Department that allows us to perform with 

such excellence,” says Lynn Boggs, HMC’s chief executive officer. “These awards indicate that we continue to 

be a high performing stroke center and we are proud to be that resource for the communities we serve.”  

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, stroke is a leading cause of serious long-term 

disability. HMC is working with the GCASR program to improve stroke care and decrease the degree of disability 

someone suffers after a stroke. 

“The exceptional care we provide can be the difference in a patient going home functionally independent to being 

discharged totally dependent on someone else for all daily activities,” says Beth Hester, HMC’s Emergency 

Department manager and stroke coordinator.  

Hester added, “these awards are reflective of our extraordinary internal teamwork across multiple departments 

including Registration, Lab, Radiology, Pharmacy, Medical Surgical (Med Surg), ICU, Speech Therapy and 

Rehab. We are all immensely dedicated to saving lives.” 

Named in honor of the late Senator Paul Coverdell of Georgia, who died of a massive stroke in 2000, the primary 

goal of the GCASR program is to improve the care of acute stroke patients in the hospital and pre-hospital settings. 

The program is funded by the Centers for Disease Control Paul S. Coverdell National Acute Stroke Registry 

cooperative agreement and was established in 2001 as a prototype project implemented by the Emory University 

School of Medicine. 

A Nationally Certified Primary Stroke Center, Habersham Medical Center joined the Registry in 2001. 
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